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Jane Addams

1931

“Civilization is a method of living, an attitude efjual respect for all men”

Jane Addams was born in lllinois. She was stronglyenced by
her father who led a very active life. He was aetagislator for
sixteen years, and directed a bank as well adraadi Her mother
Sarah Weber Addams was a strong woman and "stern
disciplinarian” of her eight children.When Jane wase her
mother became very ill and died. Martha, the eldbgtl, took over
raising the family. Jane had a curved spine andé-conscious
about this during her childhood.

In 1881 Jane graduated from Rockford Female Sematahe top
of her class. She began to study medicine. Thénagdter father
along with her own health problems made attendomgal difficult. With the support of
her family she left school to travel with her cgeroommate Ellen Starr, to study on her
own. During a trip to Europe she visited Toynbed,Hasettlement house in the poor end
of east London. This visit influenced her and ohbeay goals became to open a similar
settlement house in the United States.
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In 1889 Jane and Ellen, searched for a house
Attended Medical School in a low income neighborhood in Chicago.
The house they found, built by Charles Hull in
1856, was called Hull House. The house had
been a factory, a used furniture store, and a
home for the poor elderly run by the Little
Sisters of the Poor nuns. The two friends
moved in and began to create a community
center for civic and social life. They focused
on education and problems coming from
poverty.

Founded Hull House
Chairman Women’s Peace
Party

Worked with President
Hoover

Humanitarian

Suffragist

“the good we seek for ourselves is
uncertain until it is secure for all of

Jane believed that the nation did not like to
acknowledge the fact that democracy was
threatened by the extremes in classes. She

us

stated that:
"The good we seek for ourselves is uncertain utrislsecure for all of us.”

This seemed to show through in her goals ferthll House and she seemed to live by
it throughout her life as well. She saw huge déferes between rich and poor. She was
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disturbed by the accumulation of wealth in the upgpasses, and destitution and poverty
in the lower classes.

The organizations that she started tried to egeidfie inequality between people and
educate them on things they had in common as weHeaqualities that made them
unigue. She believed that the "things that make likerare finer and better than the
things that keep them apart” .

Jane Addams and Ellen Starr encouraged the wealttgntribute money and time to
their settlement house. Volunteers provided chilelceok care of the sick, and
counseled people. In two years Hull House was hglpver 2000 people per week.
Kindergarten classes were taught in the mornind) oleetings for students met after
school, and there were night school classes fdtsaadu

Hull House grew adding an art gallery, a publiclkén, coffee house, gym, swimming
pool, boarding house for girls, employment agendy,ary, book bindery, drama group,
and a labor museum.

In 1905 Jane became more active in the larger cantynishe was appointed the
Chicago board of Education, and became chairmémeochool Management
Committee.

In 1908 she joined the Chicago School of Civics Bhdanthropy, and was named
president of the National Conference of Charitied @orrections. She led investigations
on midwifery, narcotics, milk supplies, and sanjteonditions. She became the Garbage
Inspector of the 19th Ward, a job that paid oneiand dollars a year.

In 1910 she received the first honorary degree awarded a woman by Yale
University for this work in improving the lives dfe poor.

Although Jane accomplished a great deal in heimfs some people disliked her
because of her radical ideas and ways of doingshiShe believed so strongly in peace
that she was seen as a deviant during World W&ind.was even expelled from the
Daughters of the American Revolution. Jane donatedey to Rockford College's

library to improve their selection of science boaksl was named a trustee as a result of
an invitation from the head of the college.

Jane did an enormous amount when it came to p&éaeeAmerican Union Against
Militarism worked to keep the US out of the war aadeived acknowledgment from the
government for allowing the Hull House to be uss@d&conscription center” In 1915,
the year after W.W.l began, she became involvédenNoman's Peace Party and was
elected national chairman. With this she went ®lthiernational Woman's Conference in
The Hague and was chosen to head the commissfordtan end to the war. This
included meeting ten leaders in neutral countriewell as those at war to discuss
mediation. This was the first significant interioat@l effort by women against the war
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and was documented along with co-workers Emily Baled Alice Hamilton in Women
at The Hague

It was in 1917, when the US joined the war, thaeJstarted to be strongly criticized. In
1919, Jane was the American delegate for the Séatmmden's Peace Conference where
the Women's International League for Peace andlBredegan. Jane was elected the
first president, a position she held until her H40©60). She assisted Herbert Hoover by
supplying food and other necessities to women &ildren of the opposing side. This is
explained in further detail in her book Peace arehB in Time of War written in 1922. It
has been suggested that she was capable of onift@sause her beliefs derived from
experiences in her neighborhood and "could alwaykagk to the source of her strength”

Jane had a strong interest was in improving theslof women. She was a feminist long
before feminism was known and accepted. She belithag women’s voices should be
heard and that they should have the right to \@e. believed that women should have
dreams, and have the power to reach them.

Another dream of Jane’s was to rid the world of ilarL906 she published a book
“Newer ldeals of Peace”. In 1913 at a ceremonyohiog the building of the Peace
Palace at the Hague she spoke for peace. In #téwe years she was sponsored by the
Carnegie Foundation to speak against America bawaved in World War 1.

In 1915 she was named chairman of the Women’s Featg. Soon after she became
president of the International Congress of Womdnis §roup met at the Hague led by
Dr. Aletta Jacobs, a Dutch suffragist.

This congress founded an organization called then&/os International League for
Peace and Freedom. Jane Addams served as prasiie®929. She was then named
honorary president for life.

Because she was outspoken against America’s entryhe war, Addams was attacked
by press and organizations that supported the Ser.continued working against war
however, and was named humanitarian assistanetgdent Herbert Hoover. In this job
she oversaw providing relief supplies of food tawem and children of enemy nations.
In 1922 she wrote the book “Peace and Bread in aiWar” about this effort.

In 1926 she suffered a heart attack and never fedovered. She was awarded the
Nobel Prize for Peace the same year with NicolagdjuButler. Her prize was for her
extensive work with the poor and women, and heosiiion to violence and war. She
was hospitalized on December 10, 1931, the dayesteved her Nobel Peace Prize. She
never delivered an acceptance speech in Oslo cuer toealth.

She died in 1935 and her funeral was held at Hallse.
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Suggested Classroom Activities - Jane Addams
Introduction/ Warm Up: use a quote to introducedssion or journal

1. “The good we seek for ourselves is precaramd uncertain until it is secure for all
of us"

2. “things that men like are finer and bettem the things that keep them apart”

3.. “America’s future will be determined bythome and the school. The child
becomes largely what he is taught; hence we mustwehat we teach, and how we
live.”

Discussion Questions
1. Describe two ways Jane Addams worked in a handsyda to help improve the
lives of people who lived in poverty. (Level 1)
What health problems did Jane Addams have? (Lgvel 1
How did her health problems influence her life’sriwd (Level 2)

What were Addams’s feelings about war? Give examffleevel 3)
How did people react to her work during World WarlLevel 2)

o 0k~ wb

In the book “Peace and Bread in Time of War” Addavnste of a humanitarian
project. What was this projct and why did she h&im it? (Level 3)

Vocabulary

settlement house
precarious
destitution
conscription
feminist
suffragist

N o o bk wDd e

humanitarian
Activity grades 9-12

This lesson uses Jane Addams Award-winning bookgptore author's voice. After
reading and examining The Yellow Star by CarmenaAgeedy, a Jane Addams Honor
Book in 2001, students choose another Jane AddamasdAwinning book for personal
investigation.
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Technology Option: using the site: (level 1-2)
http://www.swarthmore.edu/library/peace/Exhibitsgdaddams/hullhouse.hiicreate a
power point with each picture and three facts aleagh.

Resour ces

www.uic.edu/jaddams/colleg@&his website is from the University of lllinois @hicago
and the focus is on the social work of Jane Addams

Jane Addams collectioffhis is a collection of primary sources from Starore
College on the life and work of Jane Addams

http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laurea83l/index.htmiThis is the Nobel
Peace Winner site. It contains books, speechesthid information on Jane Addams

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi@@damsThis is a history site
containing information, biography, and historicahtext for Jane Addams

Bibliography

Addams, Jane. An extensive collection of Miss Adglgmapers is deposited in the
Swarthmore College Peace Collection, Swarthmoren&dvania.

Addams, Jane, A Centennial Reader, ed. by E. Qiséwh) with a prefatory note on Jane
Addams' life by W. L. Neumann and an introductigrvidilliam O. Douglas. New York,
Macmillan, 1960.

Addams, Jane, Democracy and Social Ethics. New Mddcmillan, 1902. Republished
with an introductory life of Jane Addams by A. Eo8. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard
University Press, 1964.

Addams, Jane, The Excellent Becomes the Permaxewt.Y ork, Macmillan, 1932.
Addams, Jane, The Long Roal of Woman's Memory. Mevk, Macmillan, 1916.
Addams, Jane, Newer Ideals of Peace. New York, NMEem1907.

Addams, Jane, Peace and Bread in Time of War. Nenk, Yacmillan, 1922.

Addams, Jane, The Second Twenty Years at Hull-Hdssptember 1909 to September
1929. New York, Macmillan, 1930.

Addams, Jane, The Spirit of Youth and the City &geNew York, Macmillan, 1909.

Addams, Jane, Twenty Years at Hull-House: With Audgraphical Notes. New York
Macmillan, 1910.



Jane Addams pg. 6 of 6

Curti, Merle, «Jane Addams on Human Nature», Jowfrthe History of Ideas, 22
(April-June, 1961) 240-253.

Farrell, John C., Beloved Lady: A History of Jangdams' Ideas on Reform and Peace.
Baltimore, Johns Hopkins Press, 1967. Containsjarrbiliography.

Lasch, Christopher, The New Radicalism in Amerk&89-1963: The Intellectual as a
Social Type. London, Chatto & Windus, 1966.

Linn, James W., Jane Addams: A Biography. New Y@aypleton-Century, 1935.

Tims, Margaret, Jane Addams of Hull House, 18605128ndon, Allen & Unwin, 1961.



