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Emily Green Balch
1946

“As the world community develops in peace, it wden up great untapped reservoirs in
human nature.”

Emily Greene Balch (1867 — 1961) was a co-recipiétihe 1946
Nobel Peace Prize which she shared with fellow Acaer, John
R. Mott. Throughout her long life, she remainedamitted
believer in the ability of human beings to cooperatd find ways
to live in justice and peace. Her beliefs foundregpion in her
passion for education, social activism, and inteonal political
activity.

Emily Balch was born into a prosperous Boston farmoi January
8, 1867. In her youth, she attended private schenudislater was a
member of the first graduating class from Bryn M&allege in
1889 with a degree in Greek and Latin. After a year
independent study of sociology, she was awardeti@ship to the Sorbonne in Paris to
study French poverty alleviation policies. On heturn to Boston in 1892, she founded
Denison House, the city’s first settlement houseseol on the example of Jane Addams’
Hull House in Chicago. Her formal education was ptated with coursework at
Harvard, the University of Chicago, and a yeahatWniversity of Berlin.

In 1896, she joined the faculty of Wellesley Collag Massachusetts, becoming a
professor of economics and sociology in 1913. Harkvas an outstanding teacher and
scholarly writer did not overshadow her active jggraition in a myriad of social justice
movements. She spoke out loudly for women’s rigtatsial equality, improved labor
conditions and wages, an end to child labor, fa@tment for immigrants, as well as
efforts to promote world peace.

The outbreak of World War | was a turning point Eonily Balch as she realized that
ridding the world of war was going to occupy a nngjortion of her life’s work. In 1915,
Ms. Balch was a delegate to the International Cesgyof Women (ICW) at The Hague
from which later evolved the Women'’s Internatiohahgue for Peace and Freedom
(WILPF). She served as secretary for the WILPF @19 to 1922 and from 1934 to
1935. She was an outspoken pacifist during thesyafathe First World War and was a
strong proponent of continuous mediation as amradteve to battle. Along with her good
friend, Jane Addams, and other women delegatedraladed to many European nations
and met with President Woodrow Wilson, in an unssstul attempt to make mediation,
not war, the preferred choice for solving interoaéil differences.

In 1918, Emily Balch was dismissed from her teaghposition at Wellesley College due
to her many absences while doing work for the IQW, gerhaps, for her vocal



Emily Green Balch pg. 2 of 5

opposition to the war and the participation of
1867 — 1961 the United States in the conflict. Seemingly
undaunted, she continued to work for peace,
ORI Rl EIVEICRR Il through the WILPF and individually, for the
TRV NSRRIl rest of her life. Indeed, she always found a
suitable outlet for her energies. In 1919,
IS Mo R=Iolelalo]yl[e:-lssll Speaking as a WILPF member, she criticized
Selei[e][e]e )\ VAN olo][[1[e1R:-1a[s KSTeJeIEE]l  the punitive nature of the Treaty of Versailles
activist, peace activist, and, in the same year, she found another
visionary, author, speaker, forum for her ideas as a writer for the

CEL TR AW nIRRnlaVEIntelll  periodical, The Nation.

O NI RGN RWINEREY Between the two world wars, Ms. Balch kept

International League for busy as an advocate for peace and for social

Peace and Freedom and economic justice though her writing,
speaking, and organizing. She was sought out

Advocate for humane for several projects of the new League of

EEUNERIRI RS RIRWYE  Nations including strategies for international
disarmament, drug control, and the

VR LRIt [ Mool I T IIVA [V (o]l  encouragement of the United States’
L I R T AT Re[CEMIgIEToJels}  Participation in League activities. She was a
reservoirs in human nature.” member of a WILPF committee in 1926
which monitored conditions in Haiti and
formally recommended the withdrawal of
American forces. In the 1930’s, she became vergeaed about isolationist tendencies
among nations, a trend which directly conflictedhaer firm belief in
“internationalism” as the hope of the future. Sts® @rew concerned with the plight of
refugees from many nations around the globe apaiticular the fate of those
individuals persecuted by the Nazis in Germany.

The evils she perceived in the Nazi regime, led§eBalch to push the United States’
government to accept more refugees into the cowamtdy later, caused her to override her
inherent pacifism and encourage American partimpah World War Il. She was
appalled by the mass murder of Jews in Europeamdrnted the moral depravity which
could lead to such activity. In the United Statksjng the war years, she helped to re-
locate Japanese-Americans who had been removedligmhomes and interned in
concentration camps against their will. By the ehthe war, Ms. Balch was in her late
seventies but that did not keep her from remaiaktge in the causes she had served for
so long.

The Nobel Peace Prize which Emily Balch receive#ldd6 was a fitting recognition of
her role as a major leader of the peace movemeheiknited States. In all endeavors,
individual and collective, she believed humans eedd combine action with a sense of
higher purpose, practical reality with an ideatistision. Overarching values are essential
guides to human interaction. Her advocacy of irgg@omalism was accountable to this
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necessity as well. This was pointed out by Gunahn,JChairman of the Nobel
Committee, in his Nobel presentation speech:

“Hers was not just passive, armchair interestsfa personally drafted proposals for
peace terms (after World War 1), terms based matrmconditional surrender but on the
realistic view that the world would have to be rétb&he also drafted proposals for a
constructive international settlement. She hasrgheax loyal support to the newly created
United Nations Organization and has brought allihbuence to bear on American peace
organizations to enlist their support for it, evieih does not now correspond perfectly
with their ideals. ‘For’, she says, ‘the future phaf the new organization will not
depend upon what the documents appear to statentwihat the members make of it.
Practice in cooperation is what will give the Udifdations its character. Plans have not
been set up for a utopia but for Europe, Russiagraa, and all the other countries with
their conflicting interests and ideas. And it iegsely because the proposals we have
before us are fairly modest that they may perhap=ablized.’ ......

But now and again we espy a different approacheaoldly calculating, realistic
evaluation of the task before us. | cannot reffaam quoting a few words in her own
language: ‘International unity is not in itself@wion. Unless this international unity has
a moral quality, accepts the discipline of morahsiards, and possesses the quality of
humanity, it will not be the unity we are intereskta.”

In the Nobel Lecture which she delivered in 194l Balch spoke of her undying
optimism and hope for the future:

“As the world community develops in peace, it witlen up great untapped reservoirs in
human nature. Like a spring released from pressatgd be the response of a generation
of young men and women growing up in an atmospbefeendliness and security, in a
world demanding their service, offering them conestdp, calling to all adventurous and
forward reaching natures. We are not asked to silesto any utopia or to believe in a
perfect world just around the corner. We are askduk patient with necessarily slow and
groping advance on the road forward, and to beyréaceach step ahead as it becomes
practicable. We are asked to equip ourselves witiiage, hope, readiness for hard work,
and to cherish large and generous ideals.”

Suggested Classroom Activities

Introduction/Warm-Up:

The teacher should provide background informatioouathe Progressive movement in
the United States and the status of internatiaglations before and after World War 1.
This would give a broader perspective to the lifd work of Emily Balch.

Discussion Questions

1. List the wars, major and minor, that occurred i lifetime of Emily Balch.
(Level 1)
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In what ways did her life and her work aid the @aokinternational peace? What
obstacles did she face? (Level 1)

Is there a common theme among the causes for whighvas a vocal advocate?
(Level 2)

Describe the meaning of “internationalism” and expwhy Emily Balch
considered it so important? (Level 2)

5. Explain her hope in the future.(Level 3)

6. Demonstrate why might it be said that Emily Balcisva unique woman for her

time? (Level 3)

Vocabulary:

© N o bk wDdE

alleviation
settlement house
myriad

Jane Addams
The Nation
isolationism
internationalism
pacifism

Activity :

Overview — Emily Balch lost her job as a teachenallesley College in 1918. The
question remains unanswered as to whether thisrtation was just. For the purpose of
this exercise, we will assume it is 1920 and MdcB#s attempting to be rehired.

Objectives — By patrticipating in this activity gtistudents will:

research the life of Emily Balch and especially te at Wellesley and the
events which led to her losing her job

uncover possible reasons for the termination offeB@lch and evaluate their
relative merit

develop individual opinions about whether she sthtnalve been terminated or
should have kept her position

understand the interplay of personal, professiarad, professional considerations
in the public arena
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Procedures —

It will be assumed that the students have receseece background about the time
period, have read the biography of Emily Balchjeered the vocabulary, and discussed
the questions with the teacher.

Students will be assigned to read about Emily Baluth her work from one of the
resources below or from another source of theipsimy.

Students will be divided into three groups, as heiteed by the teacher: an impartial
jury, supporters of Emily Balch who believe shewdldde rehired, opponents of Emily
Balch who believe she should not be rehired.

Supporters and opponents must make their cased bagational concepts and legal
principles, no emotion allowed.

The jury must decide which side had the strongegtraent, make a decision, and share
the reasons for their decision.

Technology Option

Read about the Women'’s International League foc®ead Freedom (WILPF) at
www.wilpf.org.

What are the issues of most concern to the Leauylagy/?

How do these issues compare to the issues frohd®@'s and 1930’s?

Resources

Randall, Mercedes M. Improper Bostonian: Emily GeeeBalch. New York, 1964.
Twain Publishers, Inc.

www.discoverthenetwork.org/individualProfile.aspfioh=1592

www.harvardsguarelibrary.org.unitarians/balch.html

www.irwinabrams.com/articles/balch.html

www.nobelprize.org

www.wilpf.org




